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4 Reasons Marriages Are Failing, Part 
One 

 

As I survey the landscape of the world today it seems like so many marriages are falling apart…and what is 
so sad is that it doesn’t have to be that way. Here are four reasons I believe marriages fail… 

#1 – People Refuse to Ask for Help! 

For some reason is has become taboo (especially in the church) to ask for help in your marriage; after all, if 
you do THAT then people may think you are weak. So, instead of dealing with the problem you deny it 
because everyone knows that if you deny something long enough that it will eventually go away, right? 

WRONG…refusing to ask for help is nothing more than pride–period! 

SO many marriages could be saved if people would simply swallow their pride in the early stages of 
conflict and ask for help by either calling the church or finding another godly couple in the church who 
have been together for a long time. 

#2 – Refusing to Address Their Part of the Problem! 

It really does take two people to mess up a marriage. 

Even if one person is 95% at fault the other person still had to own their 5%. 

All too often couples walk into a counseling situation convinced if the other person would just change into 
the person that they want them to be the marriage would be amazing. (Read that sentence again…because 
this attitude basically tells the other person, “If you will simply make me your god and worship me then all 
will be wonderful!”) 

Lucretia and I have a great marriage; however, it has been far from perfect these past almost 11 years. 
BUT…what I have personally discovered is that it isn’t my job to point out her imperfections and 
shortcomings but to ask the Lord to reveal my own so that I can work on my issues…and then trust the 
Lord that if there is something that He wants to work out in her that He will do so in His time. 

Please understand that I am NOT saying that there are not times when we haven’t had to sit down and have 
hard conversations with one another about some things…but this is always done with the thought in mind 
that we are fighting FOR our marriage and not IN our marriage…and that fight begins NOT with who we 
perceive the other person to be but rather who Christ is actually shaping us into. 

Perry Noble is the founding and senior pastor of NewSpring Church which has campuses in Anderson, 
Columbia, Florence, and Greenville, South Carolina. At ten years old, the church averages over 10,000 
people across all campuses. You can find Perry online at perrynoble.com or on twitter @perrynoble. 
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#3 – Refusal to Change 

A person who is absolutely convinced that they have nothing at all to change in their marriage is a person 
who is obsessed with making their marriage fail. 

I am not the same person I am when Lucretia and I first got married in 2000. He has had to do a work in me 
(and currently still IS!) 

A quick word to singles, WHEN you marry someone you need to understand that you are marrying them 
“as is,” and that change is NOT guaranteed. (I’ve seen SO many marriages go bad because someone, 
usually the female, compromised core convictions because she was absolutely convinced she could 
“change him.”) Seriously, you need to be ready to spend the rest of your life with them they way they 
are…and if you are not then DON’T GET MARRIED. 

However, in this point I am not talking about their refusal to change. You can’t do anything about that…I 
am taking about your refusal to change, to not deal with the issues the Lord is making so obvious to you 
either because of pride, fear or insecurity. 

I am not the man I need to be when it comes to being Lucretia’s husband…but thank God I am not the man 
I was when I married her. He has (and is) changing me, it hasn’t been easy…but submitting to the work He 
wants to do in me has definitely made me a better husband. 

#4 – Refusal to Learn 

Marriage is something that you think you know a lot about…until you actually get married and many of the 
previous theories you held near and dear to your head go flying out the window. 

Anytime one sinner marries another sinner…there will be “issues!” (And PLEASE don’t tell me how it 
could not work out because you are so “different!” OF COURSE you are different…one of you is male and 
the other is female…the last time I checked that is pretty much different!) 

We can’t STOP learning when we get married; in fact, when we say “I do” we are saying I do to a learning 
process that will take place until the time we see Jesus. We’ve got to be learners if we want our marriages 
to succeed. 



AND…I’m not talking about learning in regards to what pop psychology says about marriage. What does 
God’s Word say about it? After all, He is THE ONE who made mankind aware of HIS IDEA to begin with! 
(BTW…here is the link to our series we did back in the fall called Man versus Wife if you are looking for 
some practical, biblical teaching.) 

AND, not only do we need to be students of the Word…we also need to be students of our spouse. One of 
the reasons marriages are in so much trouble is because men can rattle off sports statistics like nobody’s 
business and women can tell you about the latest Hollywood gossip but then neither one can tell you three 
things that their spouse would say significantly impacted them as a child, or what their spouse wanted to be 
when they grew up or even what their spouse fears the most. 

When a couple is committed to learning about one another then it becomes very difficult to get bored with 
each other!!! 

Marriage is God’s idea…it CAN and SHOULD work, we should THRIVE in marriage, not just merely 
survive it. And…we can when we ask for help, deal with our own “junk,” change what needs to be changed 
and become students of God’s institution of marriage. 

Perry Noble is the founding and senior pastor of NewSpring Church which has campuses in Anderson, 
Columbia, Florence, and Greenville, South Carolina. At ten years old, the church averages over 10,000 
people across all campuses. You can find Perry online at perrynoble.com or on twitter @perrynoble. 
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